What do you want to do for a living? What is the best career path to pursue?
In this project, you will consider the purpose of education and the path to getting the training you need to pursue your goals.
You will explore the history of the public school movement as a backdrop for exploring a college education in the U.S. Then you will begin the active process of exploring a college education.
You will either create a plan and checklist or a report on the colleges you are considering. You will also prepare a presentation on the advantages and disadvantages of a particular type of training. 
n this project,
you will learn
to do the following:
· Clearly present information and supporting evidence, using reasoning, organization, development, substance, and style appropriate to the purpose, audience, and task, and make strategic use of digital media
· Develop arguments to support claims and counter claims in an analysis of given topics or texts, while pinpointing the audience’s level of concern, values, and biases; varies word choice and syntax to make connections between claims, reasons, and evidence
· Draft an informational text that integrates and evaluates the accuracy and credibility of presented information and data in diverse multimedia formats
· Give an oral presentation and present a persuasive argument using available technology and/or making strategic use of digital media
There are three parts to your project.
Part 1: Reading: First, you will read a biographical sketch and background information on public schools. Then you will research and write an essay on the current debates in education.
Part 2: Viewing: Next, you will view videos about managing money as a college student. Then you will create a college action plan, a college planning checklist, and write a research report.
Part 3: Responding: Finally, you will write an analytical essay. Then you will create a presentation discussing the advantages and disadvantages of one of the following:
1. Learning a Skilled Trade
2. Pursuing a Liberal Arts Education
3. Pursuing Business Education
4. Estimated time for completion: 2 to 3 hours
5. Why are you in school? What training or education do you still need before you can begin a career or trade? The majority of people in the workforce today have a high school diploma plus a college degree or training in a trade or skill. Public education has played a key role in having an educated and skilled workforce in the U.S. What led to this focus on having an educated population?
6. During the 1840s education reform began sweeping the nation. In order to meet the needs of an ever-changing and diverse society, many people began to view education as a way to create responsible, civic-minded citizens.
7. Today, people in the U.S. are debating how public education can best provide a solid academic background for all students. What is the purpose of public education in modern society? Citizenship? Workforce skills? Cultural literacy? Critical thinking? Global economy?
8. After researching public education, you will write an essay discussing your findings. You will begin your research reading about the Public School Reform movement. First, though, go to the next screen and read some background information about one of its most prominent advocates, Horace Mann.
Background Information
Horace Mann, one of the most notable school reformers in America was born into poverty in Franklin, Massachusetts. Although he was primarily self-taught, Mann attended Brown University at the age of 20. While there, he began to take an interest in politics, and social and educational reform. 
Eventually, Mann became a lawyer and was elected and served in the Massachusetts state legislature from 1827 to 1833. During this period, education reform was becoming an issue, and Mann had become a prominent voice for the education reform movement.
 
As the voice of the movement, he lectured about education and authored The Common School Journal for teachers. In 1837, Mann was appointed secretary to the board of education and held the position until 1848, whereupon he became a senator of Massachusetts. Mann served as senator until 1853, wherein he took the position of president of Antioch College. Mann held this post until his death on August 2, 1859.
To gain an understanding about education reform and Horace Mann’s role in detail, read about the Public School Reform Movement on the next screen. 
Reformers Value Education
Since colonial times, most American children had been taught at home by their parents. Some communities established schools. The American Spelling Book, created by Noah Webster in the 1780s, remained the most popular school book. Webster developed special spelling forms that he felt were representative of America’s honesty and directness, emphasizing America’s differences from England.
Still, reformers saw education in America as woefully inadequate. Since there were no public schools that children by law had to attend, most children did not go to school. Reformers who led the public school movement, sought to establish such a system of tax-supported public schools.
They argued that expanding education would give Americans the knowledge and intellectual tools they needed to make decisions as citizens of a democracy. Education would promote economic growth by supplying knowledgeable workers and help keep wealth, educated people from oppressing the uneducated poor.
Horace Mann's Suggestions Lead the Public School Movement
One of the most notable reformers was Horace Mann. Mann, who grew up poor, had firsthand experience with inadequate schooling. He never forgot his humble beginnings. They inspired him to work to provide all children with a better education than he had received.
As a leader in the Massachusetts Senate, Mann championed the creation of a state board of education. He resigned from the senate in 1837 to chair the first board. In this capacity Mann advanced the idea of free public education that all children were required by law to attend. He argued for state oversight of local schools, standardized school calendars, and adequate school funding. Mann also led the first fight to abolish corporal, or physical punishment. Further, he worked to establish training to create a body of well-educated, professional teachers.
Mann’s influence was felt nationwide. State legislatures across the country set aside funds to support free public schools because of his work and the work of other school reformers. The reformers faced resistance, though, from reluctant taxpayers and those who believed that education should include specific religious teaching. Despite opposition, within the next few decades, government-supported public schools became the norm across the nation. The percentage of United States children attending school doubled.
Let’s examine the current debate over public education in the United States. Search online or go to your local library and find out more about the debate over public education. Write three to four paragraphs explaining the different views you discover.
Use the Expository Essay Rubric found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
Follow your teacher’s instruction for submitting your work.
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Take notes as you read about the debate over public education. Be sure to use your own words.
Part 2: Viewing

Free at last, free at last,” might be your mantra once you leave home and go to college. When you leave home, however, you also need to think about how to provide for yourself. Managing your money will be one of the important lessons you learn as a college student. Developing good money management skills and habits (saving as opposed to spending unnecessarily) in college will pave the way for creating wealth and saving for your future retirement.
A great method for saving money as a student is to create a budget (and stick to it) and to participate in student-centered activities that save students money. For example, spend less than you earn, save and record all your receipts, join a credit union, get free checking and savings accounts,  look for student discounts on computer hardware and software, watch cable TV through your computer, and don’t purchase a car on credit.
Now, view the video on saving money. Click Play to watch the video.
 
Viewing Activity 1: Create an Action Plan
Create a college action plan that will motivate you to begin preparing for college.
Your plan could include personal steps you have undertaken or need to complete. The assignment can be organized by school year (fall, winter, spring, summer) or by academic year (freshmen, sophomore, junior, and senior) or by task.
Be sure to include the following in your plan:
· Steps:
o   What needs to be done?
· Actions:
o   What have you started?
o   What have you finished?
· Contacts:
o   Who do you need to contact (i.e., financial aid, admissions, enrollment)?
o   When do you need to contact them?
· Resources:
o   What do you have?
o   What do you need?
· Progress:
       o   What is your status of completion?
· Action Date:
       o  When does action need to be completed?
       o  Or what is the actual completion date?
Design your own action plan, find sample plans on the Internet, or download a template.
To find sample action plans, search for keywords like “college action plan template,” “sample action plan,” or “action plans” on the Internet.
Follow your teacher’s instruction for submitting your work.
Viewing Activity 2: Create a College Planning Checklist
Create a college planning checklist that includes necessary steps or actions that might be required for successful college preparation. Your plan might include personal steps you have undertaken or need to complete. Feel free to create a chart with graphics, photos, or illustrations.
Design your own college planning checklist, find sample checklists on the Internet, or download a template. You could include the following on your checklist: college preparations, searches, admissions, financial aid, and moving.
To find college planning checklists, search keywords like “college planning checklist,” “sample checklist,” “college checklist,” or “college preparation checklist federal student aid,” or visit the Department of Education’s Federal Student Aid website by clicking here.
Follow your teacher’s instruction for submitting your work.
Viewing Activity 3: Research Potential Schools and Create a Report
The economic downturn combined with the rising cost of tuition is making the pursuit of higher education a daunting task. To aid parents and students in their search for affordable quality education, the federal government requires postsecondary institutions to list tuition and estimated costs on their school’s official website through a free consumer information tool called the College Navigator.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research two prospective colleges of your choice and write a report about your findings. In your conclusion, indicate whether either school fits your personal, financial, and academic criteria. State whether you will apply to one of the schools or if you are still searching for the right school for you. Feel free to incorporate graphs or charts into your report.
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Take notes as you conduct your research.
For your report, be sure to include:
· Name of school
· Program or major you are interested in
· Degree or credential (certificate, bachelor’s, associate’s, graduate or advanced)
· Type of institution (public, private nonprofit, private for profit, four-year, two-year)
· Tuition
· Fees
· Estimated student expenses
· Multiyear tuition calculation
· Total cost
· Types of financial aid available
· Admissions considerations requirements
· Test scores submission
· Campus security contact information and other pertinent information
Use the College Navigator located on your schools of interests websites or the College Navigator located on the National Center for Education Statistics website by clicking here.
Use the Colleges Research Report Rubric found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your
Part 3: Responding
What are the experts saying about college these days? What do you think?
In this part, you will investigate what the experts say about going to college versus finding a job. And you will add your own opinion to the findings of your research to draft an analysis and report.
Analyze College Education vs. Job Preparation
Write an essay that analyzes the pros and cons of a college education versus job preparation. For your essay, be sure to:
· Research your analysis using the Internet or a library.
· Discuss the views that past generations held about going to college vs. getting a job.
· Discuss what experts say about going to college vs. getting a job today.
· Discuss what experts say about going to college vs. getting a job for future prospects.
· Discuss whether being ready for college is the same or different than being ready for work.
Use the Expository Essay Rubric found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
Follow your teacher’s instruction for submitting your work.
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Take notes as you conduct your research.
Create a Presentation
Now, you will create a presentation discussing the advantages and disadvantages of pursuing a particular kind of training by choosing to do one of the following:
· Choice 1: Create a Presentation About Learning a Skilled Trade
· Choice 2: Create a Presentation About Pursuing a Liberal Arts Education
· Choice 3: Create a Presentation About Pursuing Business Education
Note: Check with your teacher to find out whether you will be giving an oral presentation, or showing your slide or video presentation to your class, or submitting your slides and text, or video to your teacher.
Choice 1: Create a Presentation About Learning a Skilled Trade
Create a slide or video presentation that discusses the advantages and disadvantages of pursuing a skilled trade, such as being a carpenter, plumber, electrician, or a farmer.
In your presentation, answer the following:
  • What trade are you interested in?
  • What interests you about that trade?
  • What are advantages and disadvantages
     of pursuing a skilled trade?
Use the Video Rubric (or the Slide Presentation Rubric if you choose that alternative) found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
You will submit both your storyboards and your video (or slide presentation).
After you have created your storyboards and video, follow your teacher’s instruction for submitting your work.
To learn more about creating a video (or slide presentation), read the information that begins after Choice 3.
If your teacher wants you to give an oral presentation, use the Oral Presentation Rubric found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
To learn about creating an oral presentation, read the tips beginning on the screen after the “Creating Videos” tips. 
Choice 2: Create a Presentation About Pursuing a Liberal Arts Education
Create a slide or video presentation that discusses the advantages and disadvantages of pursuing a liberal arts education. For your presentation, consider the following questions:
· Does a liberal arts education prepare a student for a career or to be lifelong learner?
· Are these separate issues?
Use the Video Rubric (or the Slide Presentation Rubric if you choose that alternative) found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
You will submit both your storyboards and your video (or slide presentation).
After you have created your storyboards and video, follow your teacher’s instruction for submitting your work.
To learn more about creating a video (or slide presentation), read the information that begins after Choice 3.
If your teacher wants you to give an oral presentation, use the Oral Presentation Rubric found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
To learn about creating an oral presentation, read the tips beginning on the screen after the “Creating Videos” tips. 
Choice 3: Create a Presentation About Pursuing Business Education
Create a slide or video presentation that discusses the advantages and disadvantages of pursuing a business education. For your presentation, discuss what role business ethics should play in a business education as well as in the way that managers make decisions and conduct their business. Should any or all of these questions be part of business decisions: Can I? Should I? Is it legal? Is it ethical? Explain.
Use the Video Rubric (or the Slide Presentation Rubric if you choose that alternative) found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
You will submit both your storyboards and your video (or slide presentation).
After you have created your storyboards and video, follow your teacher’s instruction for submitting your work.
To learn more about creating a video (or slide presentation), read the information beginning on the next screen.
If your teacher wants you to give an oral presentation, use the Oral Presentation Rubric found in the essential documents to help you evaluate your work.
To learn about creating an oral presentation, read the tips beginning on the screen after the “Creating Videos” tips.
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